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discussion was there impossible; and the Cardinal
realised that he had met his match in the little
Court harlot. So he resolved to ingratiate him-
self with her, and serve her as in equality with the
King. He heard of Knight's errand with a failing
heart, and, on perceiving that the King would
now stop at nothing to gain the annulment, he re-
solved to put every ounce of his ingenuity and
strength into obtaining it as soon as possible. In
those days of difficult travel it was not unusual for
a monarch to despatch two envoys on a single
errand by different routes, and the fact of the
King's hot haste would account for another than
Wolsey being chosen for the Roman mission. So
he probably felt no humiliation, but he waited
with impatience for Knight's return.

When Knight at last reached England, and the
papers were in Wolsey's hands, the latter saw at
once that the King had been duped. So Henry
and Anne realised that they must choose a wiser
diplomatist than Knight; and Wolsey was the man
on whom they staked their hopes. It was, how-
ever, growing too late for the Cardinal to be of
much use. The Pope had been deprived of his
Court by his enemies, and received the deputa-
tion that Wolsey sent " in a little room, seated on
a wooden bench." This meant that he was really
as much in the power of the Emperor as he had
been when held a prisoner in his own city. More-
over, this gave him an opportunity of vindicating
himself in Charles's eyes and of showing that he